Annotated bibliography on gun violence 
BBC: America's gun culture in charts
https://www.bbc.com/news/world-us-canada-41488081
This popular source from BBC confirms that gun violence is indeed a problem in the United States. According to the source, there were 14 400 gun-related homicides in 2019. The deaths included suicides, shootings, accidental and war casualties. The United States is on the list of countries with civilian-owning guns. More than 1.4 Americans have died from firearms from 1968 to 2011. The United States tops the list with 120.5 firearms per 100 residents. The other countries on the list are Yemen, Serbia, Canada, and Cyprus. The source cites the Las Vegas attack in 2017 as the worst shooting in the recent past. 
I find this source to be a credible one. I believe the source gives an objective evaluation of the gun violence situation in the United States. Many other sources affirm that the U.S. is the leading country in gun ownership by civilians and gun-related deaths. In addition, most of the statistics of the source are derived from reliable institutions like the FBI and CDC; therefore, they are trustworthy. 
This source is relevant to the assignment because it affirms the problem of gun violence in the United States. The source gives the grim statistics of gun-related deaths in the U.S., which are very high in the country than any other country in the world. Thus, gun violence is something that cannot be wished away. Furthermore, the source reveals the many deaths that many Americans face amidst the situation of gun violence. Mass shootings and suicide cases are increasing, and attacks are becoming deadlier. 
Nick Cotter: Black communities are disproportionately hurt by gun violence. We can’t ignore them.
https://projects.publicsource.org/pittsburgh-gun-violence-1/
This source emphasizes that although gun violence knows no boundaries, black communities and poor communities bear the greatest brunt of gun violence. From the article, African American children are 14 times more likely to die of gun homicide than their white children’s counterparts. Again, the author states that although America represents 4.4 of the global population, Americans own 42% of the world’s guns. The author underscores the fact that poor black communities are disproportionately affected by gun violence. The negative consequences of gun violence are borne by people who live in poor and segregated neighborhoods like Pittsburgh, most blacks.  
This source is worth my work because it stresses how gun violence affects black communities. The article is written from a personal point of view, and thus there is a possibility of biasness in the sentiments. The author talks of his experiences and gives statistics that are real yet not so credible. However, his sentiments are very informative to this study, and they affirm the sentiments in my proposal. 
In my proposal, I had stated that African Americans and poor communities are disproportionately affected by gun violence. Poor and marginalized neighborhoods are usually crime hubs, and this includes gun violence. It is the poor communities that bear the greatest brunt of gun violence. This article has affirmed this statement.  I can use this article to support my argument that the poor communities are affected more than the white communities in the U.S. when it comes to gun violence. Therefore, the article underscores that the communities that are harmed more by gun violence are the blacks and the poor communities. 
Mark S. Kaplan. The Connection Between Poverty, Inequality and Firearm Violence (2017).
https://luskin.ucla.edu/connection-poverty-inequality-firearm-violence
In this article, Mark Kaplan explores the link between poverty, inequality, and firearm violence. He says that most suicide related to gun violence are from vulnerable communities. He attributed the many gun homicide cases in the U.S. to poverty and inequality. These were the main contributing factors, he said. He argued that there is a strong correlation between homicide per million and income inequality. He also said that gun violence contributes to depression, poor academic performance, substance abuse, and PTSD to people who witness gun violence.
A single person writes the article and thus is susceptible to bias. Although the author's sentiments are real and practical, they can be biased and exaggerated. However, the article is appropriate for my work because it reiterates my sentiments on the nexus between poverty and gun violence. In my proposal, I argued that the most affected people of gun violence are the poor and vulnerable. This article has supported these sentiments. Furthermore, I trust the author of the article because he is a professor of social welfare and has mastered this field.
This article supports my proposal whereby I have explored the relationship between poor neighborhoods like those of black communities and Hispanics and gun violence. I have stated that these communities are more affected than the white community. This article has therefore supported by arguments. I will use this source to back up my argument on why I think black communities are more affected by firearm violence. 
Scholarly (peer-reviewed articles)
Garbarino, James, Catherine P. Bradshaw, and Joseph A. Vorrasi. "Mitigating the effects of gun violence on children and youth." The Future of children (2002): 73-85.
This article explores the long-term effects of gun violence on children. According to the article, many children are exposed to gun violence each year, and this exposure can leave lasting emotional scars on the children. From the article, exposure to gun violence can lead to psychological effects, short-term and long-term. These effects include posttraumatic stress, withdrawal, anger, and violence. In addition, those children who have witnessed gun violence, injured are at risk for negative outcomes. 
This is a credible source for my research because it is peer-reviewed. This means that it cannot be biased. In addition, the source is appropriate for my research because it explains and stresses the effects of gun violence on vulnerable communities, in this case, children. Gun violence can have long-term and short-term psychological impacts on children, as mentioned above. Therefore, it is a good source to use for my research.
This article is relevant to this assignment because it explains the negative impact of gun violence on children. I will use the article to support my idea that firearms make people live in fear and danger. People live in fear that they might be shot and be injured or killed. Children are the most affected, and this may cause them health problems. They may suffer from anxiety, PTSD, stress, and withdrawal. This source can be used as evidence that, indeed, gun violence has adverse effects on the health and psychology of not just children but also adults. 
Irvin-Erickson, Yasemin, et al. "The effect of gun violence on local economies." Washington, DC: Urban Institute (2016).
The article explains the effect of gun violence on local economies. Using the cities of Minneapolis, Oakland, and Washington D.C., the authors conclude that increased gun violence negatively affects business growth. Increased number of homicides lowers the number of retail and service business operations. It also lowers the number of new jobs created and the volume of sales. 
This is a credible source because the journal is peer-reviewed. I don't see any bias in the article. The article adds to the many effects of gun violence in the United States. It is an appropriate source for my assignment because it will help me understand how gun violence affects business growth and the economic growth of a country. Gun violence does not just lead to many deaths in America but also slows the economic growth of the giant economy. 
The source relates to this source because, as I had explained in my proposal, gun violence negatively affects a country's economy. This source has supported these sentiments. I will use the article to emphasize the negative effects of gun violence on economic growth and employment. The article demonstrates that gun violence harms the economy by slowing it down. Were not for gun violence, America’s economy would be doing much better.


Above is my paper from last week
Here are the instructions for this week’s assignment:
Assignment Purpose
Last week, you crafted three potential research questions for your Action Proposal. I have given you feedback and by now you should have decided which question to use and, if necessary, revised it per my feedback. (If you have any questions about my feedback or need more support, let me know right away!)
Before you complete this freewrite, spend some time conducting your research. Review these instructions(Please see below pages) to make sure your research leads you to useful information. 

Once you've completed your research, you can write an answer to your research question. That answer is your working thesis statement. It's called a "working" thesis statement because it might be revised as you continue the process of writing this paper--especially after receiving feedback from your peers in this week's discussion. A working thesis statement doesn't have to be a single, perfectly formed sentence. It might be a few sentences. Remember: this is a rough draft!

The Prompt
Set a timer for about 30 minutes and respond to the following questions as thoroughly as you can.
· What is your working thesis statement? Does your thesis statement fit the criteria for persuasion based on the materials you reviewed for Wave 1? 
· How did you arrive at that idea? Write a little bit about the sources you've found (you don't need to cite them) and how they helped you answer your research question.
· Who will be your audience for your Action Proposal? Why does that individual or group feel like the most appropriate person or people to not only read your paper but to join you in taking action? How did your research help you figure out who your audience should be? 
· Finally, write down any questions you have at this point. What advice or support would you like from your peers?
It's possible you don't know the answers to all of these questions yet. That's okay! Use this freewrite as an opportunity to process your ideas!
Criteria for Success
See freewriting guidelines (Please see the last page).



Review these instructions
NOTE: This was originally posted in Week 5. I'm posting it in Week 6 because now's the time to get to work on your research if you haven't yet! You will need to do at least some research before your Wave 1 Freewrite. 
Assignment Purpose
We have to know a problem pretty well before we attempt to fix it. Just as a doctor shouldn't perform surgery before diagnosing a patient, a research writer shouldn’t propose an action until they have gained a great deal of insight into the problem. Last week, you learned a lot about the existing problem. This week, you will continue your research, only this time your findings should be evidence to support the claims you make in your Action Proposal.
By now you have created some research questions and you have likely received feedback from your classmates and/or instructor. Use your strongest research question to help you create a plan to address the problem/issue.

I very strongly encourage you to seek support from a librarian and/or meet with me during office hours! This round of research will be much more difficult than last week’s!

Potential Research Avenues
Your ultimate goal is to prove to your audience why this plan is the right one. The information you provide your audience will vary depending on the scope of your topic and the action you propose. You might look into places where similar actions are being taken. If, for example, you are proposing that Shoreline Community College offer housing assistance to unhoused students, you might want to find other colleges that offer such programs and point to them as examples that could be followed. Or, you might uncover data that suggests your way is the best way to go about the work that needs to be done in regards to the problem/issue you have researched.

Requirements
You should find a minimum of four credible sources. These sources may be popular or scholarly. 



freewriting guidelines
The practice of freewriting can vary from class to class. These short writings are meant to build up your writing muscles and help you gain confidence in your writing. The more you write, the better you’ll feel about your writing. Approach these assignments with patience and diligence.
Freewriting Assignments
Each freewriting assignment will offer you a prompt and a recommended amount of time to write. Use that suggested time as a minimum, knowing that it may take you longer to respond fully to the prompt. 
All you have to do is get your ideas down. Do not worry about organization, format, style, or tone. You should proofread your work before submitting it, but don’t strive for perfection.

Criteria for Success
The criteria for success for all freewrites are the same. You are being graded on your adherence to the prompt, evidence of having reviewed any assigned materials, and evidence of having put some careful thought and consideration into your ideas. 
As you’ll hear me say many times this quarter, writing is a process of discovery. You might find that your thoughts change as you write. That’s okay! You’re getting your ideas down. 
The ideas that you’re exploring now will come up in your research project later this quarter, so the more you take advantage of this opportunity to explore your thoughts, the richer your final project will be. 

Grading Scale
Here's a scale to give you a sense of how I grade freewrites:
10 points Writing responds directly to the prompt; shows evidence of an understanding of any required concepts; writing is clear to the reader; and writing demonstrates a strong engagement with the topic.
5 points Writing relates to the prompt, but seems rushed or superficial or is difficult for the reader to understand.
1 point Writing was submitted in, but has nothing to do with the prompt.
0 points Missed assignment 

